[Study on relationship between intratumoral DNA heterogeneity and clinicopathological findings in colorectal cancer].
We studied the relationship between intratumoral DNA heterogeneity and clinicopathological findings in 85 colorectal cancers. DNA ploidy was analyzed in 5 specimens from different sites of each tumor. When the difference in the DNA index (D.I) between several peaks in the same tumor was more than 0.1, the tumor was considered to consist of heterogeneous subpopulations with different DNA clones. DNA heterogeneity was found in 34 cases (40.0%). There was no relationship between DNA heterogeneity and depth of tumor invasion, lymph node metastasis or stage. The incidence of heterogeneity was significantly higher in the tumor with lower differentiation, liver metastasis or vessel invasion.